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The Radicals (Classifiers) 

of the Traditional Chinese Dictionary

David Prager Branner

1 Introduction

1.1 Origin of name.

Radicals are a set of recognizable elements that appear in various Chinese characters. They 

are the organizing principle in traditional Chinese dictionaries. Only those elements used in 

organizing dictionaries are considered “radicals” — any other elements you may recognize 

reappearing in different characters are not considered radicals.

The Chinese name for radicals is bùsh!u !" "section heads", which is also translated as 

"classifiers" in English. “Classifier” is preferred by some people because it is more accurate. But 

the name "radical" has force of long use — early Western scholars mistakenly thought these 

semantic elements were the semantic "roots" (Latin radices) of the characters. In fact, these are 

not usually the oldest parts of the characters in which they appear, even though many of them are 

themselves very old characters.

1.2 System of arrangement

There is no particular logic to the sequence of radicals, other than that they are arranged by 

number of strokes, from one stroke up to seventeen. Nor is there any logic evident in the choice 

of which characters are radicals and which are not — in fact, there are a number of coexisting 

systems. The system most widely used in traditional books is that promulgated in the K"ngx# 

Zìdi$n #$%& of 1716 C. E., which has 214 radicals. That is the system taught here.1

1.3 Basic principle of use

Every character has a certain number of strokes, and learning how to count them is one of 

the essential skills involved in mastering the traditional dictionary. Characters are listed under the 

appropriate radical, subgrouped by the number of strokes in addition to the radical.

1 There are other systems in use, most importantly that of the Shu%wén Ji&zì '()% attributed to X! Shèn 

*+ (A.D.30-124), which has 540. Since at least the 6th century there have also been dictionaries that are list 

characters by sound — usually by the "rime" (Chinese yùn ,, vowel plus ending) of the main reading of 

each character. Many modern Mainland dictionaries list characters by pronunciation (in simple alphabetic 

order), but they also usually contain radical indexes, although so far the Mainland does not appear to have 

promulgated a single consistent radical system to replace K"ngx#. However, there are many older dictionaries 

being reprinted, as well as modern Taiwan and Hong Kong dictionaries, for which the K"ngx# system is still 

quite useful. The K"ngx# system is not original to the K"ngx# Zìdi$n, because it was based on the earlier Zìhuì 

(compiled by Méi Y#ngzuò -./ in Míng times). 
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If you see a character you need to look up, you first identify its radical and then find it the 

section of the dictionary corresponding to that radical. For instance, if you see the character diào 

0 you will easily recognize the j#n 1 "metal" radical on the left side, and so you will look under 

the j#n section of the dictionary. You will find diào 0 among those characters having the j#n 

radical plus six additional strokes: 2, 3, 4, etc. — and also characters such as 5 and 6, 

which contain the j#n radical though not at the left side.

1.4 Names of the radicals

Some radicals are real characters in their own right, others are for practical purposes no 

more than identifiable sub-elements of characters. But all have readings and all have meanings 

associated with them, although in some cases these are very obscure.

In Chinese, individual radicals are technically supposed to be called by name: 7 is ji%ngbù 

7!, 8 is k$nbù 8!, etc. In practice, however, although people may use these names in 

writing, in speech no one uses them or, for the most part, even knows how to pronounce them. 

But the most commonly used radicals have their own familiar names, which in traditional times 

varied somewhat from place to place. Even today, the names used in Northern and Southern 

China are rather different. In the list that follows, I have taken names somewhat indiscriminately 

from notes I have collected interviewing older Chinese people, and from two important small 

dictionaries.2

The Chinese name for additional strokes is simply the measure word huà 9 — 3 

additional strokes is s"nhuà :9, etc. B' ; is also used for the same meaning.

1.5 Learning the radicals

Western scholars introduced the practice of numbering the K"ngx#-system radicals (all 214) 

of them. This seems to be a convenient way to learn them, though it has never caught on in East 

Asia. There are no fixed rules for learning these numbers, and the student is advised to search for 

convenient mnemonics for learning them. For instance, < 'life' is #100, and one can recall this 

by the poetic line rénsh(ng bùm$n b$i =<>?@ 'a person's life does not fill a hundred years'. 

Or, A 'father' is #88, and one can think of the Mandarin word for father, bàba, and its likeness to 

the name of the number eight, b" B. Indeed, the character A might be thought of as the 

character B written twice: b"b". It is best for each person to find their own mnemonic tricks.

2 Lessons

Below are a few basic lessons in recognizing the most common radicals. A complete list of 

2 Xiàndài Hàny) Cídi$n CDEFG& (original editors-in-chief: D#ng Sh$ngshù HIJ and L% Róng KL; 

Peking: Sh"ngwù Yìnsh&gu'n MNOPQ, new edition 1996) and Cíhuì GR (Editor-in-Chief: Luh 

Shycherng STU; Taipei: Wénhuà Túsh& G(ngs# (VWPXY, 1984)
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the 214 is found on p. 10 below.

2.1 Stroke count

Learning the number of strokes in a character requires knowing how it is actually written, a 

subject I will not treat here. There are two important complications:

(a) A “pen-stroke” does not necessarily correspond to the number of apparent lines in a 

character. Some single pen-strokes will appear to consist of two lines at right angles to each 

other. For instance, the following are all examples of single pen-strokes:

Z [ \ ]!^!!

! " " _!#$%$&

In Chinese-speaking countries and communities you can buy little books that show the 

authoritative way to write each character, but — beware! — not all books agree on what the 

authoritative way really is.

(b) Sometimes the printed or handwritten form of a character appears to contain a different 

number of strokes than the “standard” form under which is is placed in the dictionary. An 

important example is zh& `, which appears as an element in several common characters, such as 

a, b, etc. To all appearances, this is an 8-stroke character, yet the dictionaries treat it as having 

9 strokes, because there is supposed to be a dot ! placed above the element rì c. So zh) b is 

typically classified under radical 86 plus 9 additional strokes, d*~d%u a under radical 163 plus 9 

additional strokes, etc.

2.2 Easy radicals

The easiest radicals to learn are those that look essentially the same within a character as 

they do when serving as independent characters, themselves.  For instance, #30, k!u d “mouth”, 

is recognizable as a small “box” in a character. The most obvious examples exhibit the box at the 

left side of the character. 

e f g h i j k

where it is called k!uzìpáng d%l, “side-part k!u”. (This is a common formulation for the 

names of radicals found at the side, usually the left side, of a character — yán m becomes 

yánzìpáng m%l; rì c becomes rìzìpáng, and so forth.) K!u is also the classifier for a goodly 
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number of other characters containing a small box. Here is a selection, each of which has the 

radical number plus additional strokes listed above it:

n  o  p  q  r  s  Y  t

u  v  M  w  x  y  z

{  |  }  ~  �  �  �  �

Note that w is entered as 6 additional strokes. We might expect it to have 7 additional 

strokes — the 7 srokes of k& � plus Z plus C — but in practice the two independent C strokes 

are usually considered to merge into one.

Radical #30 is one of a number of very common radicals that should be learned first. Not 

only do they appear in a large number of common characters, but they are essentially unchanged 

whenever they appear. Below are several others. (Note that when an ordinary character appears 

as a radical on the left side, it is generally slanted somewhat.)

Number name examples

#32 t) � ��� ���

#38 n+ � ��� ���

#75 mù  � ��� ���

#115 hé � ����� � ¡

#149 yán m ¢£ ¤'¥

#159 ch( (or j*) ¦ §¨ ©ª«

#167 j#n 1 6¬ ®¯

The eight classifiers listed so far should now be learned by number, before the reader 

proceeds. 

Of course, you must be careful not to confuse #75 and #115. What other confusions are 

possible? Well, there is a character shì ° that looks a lot like #32 and is also used as a classifier 

(#33, which is easy to remember because it comes right after #32). It appears in only a very few 

common characters, for instance rén ±, zhuàng ², hú ³, and shòu ´. 
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And there is a classifer #31 µ, which may be confused with #30. #31 is called wéi, 

although almost no one knows this name; it is better known as sìdàoku"ng ¶·¸, “frame 

formed by four roads”. It is no longer in use as an independent character, but serves as the 

classifier for certain important graphs: sì ¶, huí ¹, y#n º, guó », etc. It always appears as the 

outermost border of the graphs it classifies.

Another terminological matter is that when a classifer appears at the bottom of a character, 

rather than the top, it is not quite proper to call it “side-part”. For instance, in the characters mù 

¼, ji"n ½, and mò ¾, #32 is supposed to be called t)zìd' �%¿ (“bottom-part t)”) or t)zìji$o 

�%À (“foot-part t)”). Some people do, however, call it plain t)zìpáng �%l. When a 

classifier appears at the top of a character, it is called tóu Á “the head”: for instance, when #46, 

sh"n Â, appears at the top it is called sh"nzìtóu Â%Á.

2.3 Function of the radical within the character

What function does a “radical” serve within a character, other than to classify it in the 

dictionary? I said above that “radical” is a misnomer because these elements are not usually the 

“roots” of the characters, that is, not usually the oldest elements in the history of the characters’ 

development. It does sometimes happen that the elements selected as classifiers have no 

historical structural significance at all, and were merely grasped as the most convenient handle 

on the character. But in the great majority of cases, the classifier can easily be identified as 

supplying a hint about the basic meaning of the character. Below are a few meanings associated 

with the classifiers listed so far:

Number name general meaning of characters under this classifier

#30 k!u d mouth, openings, things having to do with speech and oral processes, 

many modern colloquial words

#32 t) � things having to do with the soil or made of earth

#38 n+ � human females, female qualities, petty emotions in general3, characters 

special to the names of women

#75 mù � wood, trees, wooden things

#115 hé � the rice plant, grain in general

#149 yán m speaking

#159 ch( (or j*) ¦ vehicles, parts of vehicles

3 Please reflect with understanding on the fact that the “woman” classifier is associated with “petty emotions in 

general”. This fact surely reflects something of the society in which the Chinese writing system took its 

present form. I am aware of no organized effort to divest the modern written language of this graphic bias.
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#167 j#n 1 metals, metal things

I will not list such meanings in detail below, because the reader should find it easy to identify 

them in the process of learning the various radicals, merely by reading the text of the dictionary.

In characters where the classifier carries semantic significance, the part of the whole graph 

that remains when the classifer is removed is traditionally called the sh(ngpáng Il, “sound-

bearing half” (also sh(ngfú IÃ), and indicated the sound of the graph in antiquity. At times, the 

relationship between a given character’s sh(ngpáng and its modern pronunciation is absolutely 

evident. For example, the following 7 characters all contain the sh(ngpáng pronounced d"ng Ä 

and all can be read d"ng: ÅÆÇÈÉÊË. In other cases, the relationship is less than perfect; 

consider the place of the sh(ngpáng pronounced gèn Ì in the characters yín 2, xiàn Í, h&n Î, 

ji"n Ï, and k&n Ð. The part of a character that represents meaning and generally serves as its 

classifer is technically known as the xíngpáng Ñl “form-bearing half”. Upward of four-fifths 

of all Chinese characters can be analyzed into xíngpáng plus sh(ngpáng; such characters are 

known as xíngsh(ngzì ÑI%, “form-plus-sound characters” (also xiésh(ngzì ÒI%).

To understand the true original sound of the sh(ngpáng, one needs to study historical 

phonology and the origins of the characters, which are elaborate and somewhat daunting fields of 

study. However, even if one knows only Mandarin, it is usually clear which element is which. 

That helps to answer another question that the reader may have been thinking: when a character 

contains two or more elements that are recognizable as classifiers, how does one know which is 

the correct classifier? The answer is that the classifer is almost always the element that is not the 

sh(ngpáng. In the case of hé r, listed above as an example of radical #30, both d and � are 

known classifiers — which is the classifier in the present case? The answer is that since � is 

pronounced hé, our best guess is that it is the sh(ngpáng and therefore k!u d is the xíngpáng. 

Indeed, since the original meaning of r is “harmony”, the xíngpáng it would seem to have more 

to do with “speaking” than with “rice plants”, reinforcing our hunch.

On the other hand, sometimes neither element is self-evidently sh(ngpáng or xíngpáng, as 

for instance d"i p, mentioned above. In these cases, we proceed by trial and error. We pick out 

what we think is the most commonly seen classifer in the character, or an element in a position 

that seems most appropriate to the classifier, and look under that place first in the dictionary. 

Colloquially, any recognizable sub-part of a character is called a pi"npáng Ól “side 

part”.

2.4 Second group of common classifiers

The following 10 classifiers are also very common, and their numbers should be 

memorized next.
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Number name examples

#46 sh"n  Â ÔÕÖ ×ØÙ ÚÛÜ

#72 rì  c ÝÞß àáâ

#109 mù ã äåæ

#119 m' ç èéê

#142 hu' ë ìíî

#154 bèi ï ðñò

#181 yè ó Áôõ

#187 m$ ö ÷øù 

#195 yú  ú ûüý

#196 ni$o þ ÿ!"

#119 must or course be distinguished from #75 �. #154 and #181 must be distinguished 

from #109. And #72 must be distinguished from the rare classifer #73 yu( #; #72 is taller than it 

is wide, #73 is wider than it is tall.

2.5 Third group: common classifiers that undergo deformation

The next group of 8 common classifiers are different from the 18 listed above in that they 

do not always appear in the same form. Their most common shapes as classifiers are different 

from their ordinary shapes as independent characters, and must be learned separately. 

Number name shape examples

#9 rén = = $%&'(

# )*+

#61 x#n , , -./

$ 012

% 34

#64 sh!u 5 5 678

& 9:;

#85 shu' < < =>?

' @AB
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#86 hu! C C DEF

( GHI

#120 mì J J KLM

) NOP

#130 ròu Q Q RST

U VWX

#140 c$o Y Y almost never used as a classifier in this form

* Z[\] (!)

Each of the deformed varieties has one or more special names, which the reader may find 

in the table beginning on p. 10 below. 

#130 should be distinguished from #74 yuè U “moon”, which appears in relatively few 

characters, many of which have to do with time. #61 in its from Y should be distinguished from 

the uncommon classifier #42 ^. #86 does not include the characters and classifiers m$ ö 

(#187), yú ú (#185), or ni$o þ  (#196).

This list should be committed to memory, and drilled extensively. 

2.6 Fourth group of common classifiers

The following 10 classifiers do not generally undergo deformation:

Number name shape examples

#15 b#ng _ `ab

#19 lì c def

#37 dà g hij

#40 mián k lmn

#53 y'n o p#q

#60 chì r stu

#104 chuáng v wxy

#112 shí z {|}

#169 mén ~ ���

#173 y! � ! ���
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For their common names and forms easily confused, please see the complete list, below.

2.7 Fifth group of common classifiers

The following 12 classifiers also undergo deformation:

Number name shape examples

#18 d"o � � ���

� ���

#66 p& � � ���

+ ���

#94 qu'n � � ���

, ���

#96 yù � � ���

'  C¡

#113 shì ¢ ¢ £¤¥

- ¦§¨

#118 zhú © ⺮ ª«;

#145 y# ¬ ¬ ®¯

. °±²

(divided) ³´µ

#157 zú ¶ ¶ ·¸¹

( º»¼

#162 chuò ½ / ¾¿·

#163 yì À 0 ÁÂÃ

#170 fù Ä 0 ÅÆÇ

#184 shí È È ÉÊË

1 ÌÍQ
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3 Complete list of classifiers

This completes the most common 50 radicals. They should be committed firmly to 

memory. Below is a list of all 214 radicals with examples, variants, and some common names.

In the material that follows, boldface entries are those that seem to me most commonly 

used.  Examples of each classifier are listed at the right-hand edge of the page.

**************  1 stroke  **************

1. Z y# > yìhéng ZÎ HÏ>

2. Ð g!n > yíshù ZÑ ÒÓÔ

3. ] zh! > yìdi'n ZÕ Ö×Ø

4. [ pi) > yìpi) ZÙ ÚÛÜ

5. Ý y% Þßà

6. \ jué > yìg(u Zá âãä

**************  2 strokes  **************

7. å èr > li'nghéng æÎ çèé

8. ê tóu (distinguish #40 k, 145 ¬, 149 m) 

> yìdi'n yìhéng ZÕZÎ ëìí"

9. = rén $%

(at the top) > rénzìtóu =%Á &'(

# rénzìpáng =%l, d!nrénpáng ~=l (cf. # 60), d!nlìrén ~î=

)*+

10. ï rén (! not *ér, when used in traditional Chinese) 

> yìpi) yìgu'i ZÙZð ñòó

11. ô rù (distinguish #9 =, #12 B) õæ

(at the top) > rùzìtóu ö÷

12. B b" øùú

(at the top) > b"zìtóu Xûü

13. 7 ji(ng > èrdàoku"ng å·¸, tóngzìku"ng ý%¸ þÿ!

14. " mì > gu"nzìtóu #%Á, t&b'ogài $%& '(#

15. _ b#ng > li"ngdi"n æÕ, li'ngdi'nshu% æÕ< `ab

16. ) j# *+,
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17. 8 k'n > xi(ngzìd% -%¿ ./0

18. � d"o ���

� d!ozìpáng �%l, lìd!o î� ���

19. c lì def

20. 1 b"o > b"ozìtóu 2%Á 345

21. 6 b% (distinguish #81 7, 192 8) V9:

22. ; f"ng (= “square”) > lìku"ng î¸, s"nku"nglán :¸< =>?

23. @ xì > pi"nku"ng Ó¸ ABC

24. D shí EFG

25. H b! IJK

26. L jié > ji'od"o À�, d"n)rpáng ~Ml NOP

2 (also called ji'od"o À�) QRS

27. T h'n (distinguish #53 o) > yànzìtóu U%Á, pi"nch'ng ÓV WXY

28. Z s# > s"nji'o :[ \]^

29. _ yòu `ab

**************  3 strokes  **************

30. d k*u vsu

(at the side) > k#uzìpáng d%l fgh

31. µ wéi > sìdàoku"ng ¶·¸, f"ngku"ng c¸ ¶¹»

32. � t! (distinguish #33 °) ���

(at the side) > t$zìpáng �%l, tít!páng d�l ��

(at the bottom) > t$zìd% �%¿ ¼½¾

33. ° shì (distinguish #32 �) ±²³

34. e zh% (distinguish #35 3, 66 +) f

35. 3 su# (distinguish #34 e, 66 +) > xiàzìd% g%¿ hgi

36. j xì (PRC x#) (distinguish #78 k, 136 l) mno

37. g dà hij

38. � n+ ���

(at the side) > n&zìpáng �%l ���
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39. p z% > z%zìpáng p%l qrs

40. k mián (distinguish #8 ê) > b"ogàitóu %&Á lmn

41. t cùn uv´

42. ^ xi'o (distinguish #61 %) wxy

43. z w"ng {|}

44. ~ sh# ���

45. � chè > pi)sh"n ÙÂ �

46. Â sh"n ÔÕÖ

> sh!nzìpáng Â%l ×ØÙ

> sh!nzìtóu Â%Á ÚÛÜ

47. � chu"n > s"ngu'i :ð ���

48. � g(ng ���

49. � j% ���

50. � j#n ��T

> j#nzìpáng �%l ���

51. � g"n ���

52. � y"o > yòuzìpáng �%l ���

53. o y'n (distinguish #27 T) > di"nyàn ÕU, gu'ngzipáng �%l p#q

54.   y%n > z*utíng ¡¢ £¢¤

55. ¥ g*ng > dàèrshí gåD ¦§¨

56. © yì ª«

57. ¬ g(ng ®¯

58. 4 jì °±²

³

59. ´ sh"n > s"npi) :Ù µÑ¶

60. r chì > shu!ngrénpáng ·=l, shu!nglìrén ·î= 

(distinguish #144 ¸) stu

**************  4 strokes  **************

61. , x#n > wòx'n ¹, -./
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$ shùx'npáng Ñ,l, lìx'n î, 012

% (distinguish #42 ^) 34

62. º g$ »¼½

63. ¾ hù ¿ÀÁ

64. 5 sh*u 678

& sh#uzìpáng 5%l, tísh#upáng d5l 9:;

65. Â zh# Ã

66. � p& ���

+ (distinguish #34 e, 35 3) ���

67. ( wén ÄÅÆ

68. Ç d*u ÈÉÊ

69. Ë j#n ÌÍÎ

70. c f"ng ÏlÐ

71. Ñ wú ÑÒÓ

72. c rì ÝÞß

> rìzìpáng (distinguish #73 #) àáâ

73. # yu$ (distinguish #72 c) ÔÕP

74. U yuè (distinguish #130 Q) Ö×Ø

75. � mù ���

> mùzìpáng �%l ���

76. Ù qiàn ÚÛÜ

77. Ý zh% Þßà

78. k d'i (distinguish #36 j) áâã

79. ä sh& åæç

80. è wú éêë

81. 7 b% (distinguish #21 6) 7ìí

82. î máo ïðñ

83. ò shì óôõ

84. ö qì > qìzìtóu ÷%Á øù÷

85. < shu% =>?
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' s!ndi"nshu% :Õ< @AB

86. C hu* > hu#zìpáng C%l DEF

( sìdi"n ¶Õ, sìdi"nshu% ¶Õ< (note that this radical does not represent 

water, but fire!  distinguish #187 ö, #195 ú, 196 þ) GHI

87. ú zh'o ûüý

88. A fù þÿ!

89. " yáo "#$

90. % bàn or qiáng (distinguish #91 &) 

> f'npiàn a&, ji"ngzìpáng v%l 5'(

91. & piàn (distinguish #90 %) )*+

92. , yá ,-

93. . niú (distinguish 136 l) /01

6 > niúzìpáng .%l 234

94. � qu'n ���

, > qu"nzìpáng �%l, f"nqu"npáng a�l ���

**************  5 strokes  **************

95. 5 xuán 567

96. � yù ���

' yùzìpáng �%l, wángzìpáng �%l, cèyù 8�  C¡

97. 9 gu" :;<

98. = w' >?@

99. A g"n ABC

100. < sh$ng <DE

101. F yòng GHI

102. J tián KL9

103. M p% or sh& > p%zìpáng M%l NOP

104. v chuáng > bìngzìpáng x%l, bìngzìtóu x%Á wxy

105. Q b( > f"zìtóu R%Á STR

106. U bái UVW
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107. X pí YZ[

108. \ m%n, m%ng ]^_

109. ã mù äåæ

110. ` máo `ab

111. c sh% def

112. z shí > shízìpáng z%l {|}

113. ¢ shì £¤¥

- shìzìpáng ¢%l (distinguish #145 .) ¦§¨

114. g róu > y+zìd% h%¿ hij

115. � hé > hézìpáng �%l �� 

116. k xuè > xuèzìtóu k%Á lmn

117. î lì opq

**************  6 strokes  **************

118. © zhú

⺮ zhúzìtóu ©%Á ª«;

119. ç m% > m%zìpáng ç%l èéê

120. J mì KLM

) mìzìpáng J%l, ju"ns' rs, ji"os' ts NOP

121. u f*u vwx

122. y w'ng yz{

7 f"ngg"ng c| }~�

123. � yáng ���

124. � y! ���

125. � l'o ��`

126. � ér ���

127. � l)i ���

128. M )r ���

129. � yù ���

130. Q ròu RST
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U ròuzìpáng Q%l(distinguish #74 U) VWX

131. � chén ¹��

132. � zì �� 

133. ¡ zhì �¢£

134. ¤ jiù ¥¦§

135. ¨ shé ©ª«

136. l chu'n (distinguish #36 j, 93 .) l¬

137. ® zh(u ¯°±

138. Ì gèn Ì²Ï

139. ³ sè ³´µ

140. Y c'o

" c"ozìtóu ¶%Á Z[\

141. · h& > h!zìtóu ¸%Á ¸¹º

142. ë hu% > chóngzìpáng »%l ìíî

143. ¼ xuè ½¾¿

144. ¸ xíng (distinguish #60 r) ÀÁÂ

145. ¬ y# ®¯

. y'zìpáng ¬%l (distinguish #113 -) °±²

divided form (distinguish #8 ê) ³´µ

146. 8 yà ÃÄÅ

**************  7 strokes  **************

147. Æ jiàn ÇÈÉ

148. [ ji'o Ê)Ë

149. m yán > yánzìpáng m%l (distinguish #8 ê) ¤¢£

150. Ì g! ÌÍÎ

151. Ï dòu ÐÑÒ

152. Ó sh% ÔÕÖ

153. × zhì ØÙÚ

154. ï bèi > bèizìpáng ï%l ðñò
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155. Û chì ÜÝÞ

156. ¡ z*u ßàá

157. ¶ zú ·¸¹

( zúzìpáng ¶%l º»¼

158. â sh$n ãäå

159. ¦ j& > ch(zìpáng ¦%l §©¨

160. æ x#n çèé

161. ê chén ëìí

162. ½ chuò

/ z#uzh' ¡Û, bi"nz#uzh' À¡Û ¾¿·

163. À yì

0 )rduopáng Mîl, yòu)r ïM, yòu)rduo ïMî ÁÂÃ

164. ð y*u ñòó

165. ô biàn (note that this is slightly different from c$i õ) õö÷

166. ø l% ùúû

**************  8 strokes  **************

167. 1 j#n > j'nzìpáng 1%l 6¬

168. ü cháng

9 ýþÿ

169. ~ mén (distinguish #190 !) > ménzìku!ng ~%¸ ���

170. Ä fù

0 )rduopáng Mîl, zu#)r �M, zu#)rduo �Mî ÅÆÇ

171. " dài #

172. $ zhu# %U&

173. � y!

! y$zìtóu �%Á ���

174. ' q#ng ()*

175. + f$i +,-

**************  9 strokes  **************
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176. . miàn ./0

177. 1 gé 234

178. 5 wéi 678

179. 9 ji! 9:;

180. < y#n =,>

181. ó yè > yèzìpáng ó%l Áôõ

182. ? f$ng @AB

183. C f$i C

184. È shí ÉÊË

1 shízìpáng È%l ÌÍQ

185. " sh*u "DE

186. F xi"ng GHI

**************  10 strokes  **************

187. ö m' (distinguish #86 () > m"zìpáng ö%l ÷øù

188. J g! KLM

189. N g"o N

190. O bi"o > f'zìtóu P%Á PQR

191. ! dòu (distinguish #169 ~) STU

192. 8 chàng (distinguish #21 6) 8V

193. W lì WXY

194. Z gu% [\]

**************  11 strokes  **************

195. ú yú (distinguish #86 () ûüý

196. þ ni'o (distinguish #86 () ÿ!"

197. ^ l! _`a

198. b lù cde

199. f mài ghi

200. j má klm
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**************  12 strokes  **************

201. n huáng nop

202. q sh! rst

203. u h$i vwx

204. y zh% yz{

**************  13 strokes  **************

205. | m%n }~�

206. � d%ng ���

207. � g! ���

208. � sh! ���

**************  14 strokes  **************

209. � bí ���

210. � qí ���

**************  15 strokes  **************

211. � ch% ���

**************  16 strokes  **************

212. � lóng ���

213. � gu# �

**************  17 strokes  **************

214. � yuè ��
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4 Some hard-to-place characters

Once you have learned the system on your own, and want to try testing yourself with some 

really hard characters, you can try these. The answers are given in a footnote to the last item.

A. Hard radicals

  Ä x T ¡ ¢ £ ¤ ¥

¦ Ð ¼ § ¨ © � ª Ö 4

and here are two more made up entirely of radicals:

« N 5

B. Extremely hard radicals

B ¬  ® ¯ ° � 6

4   #81. Ä #146. x #30. T #130. ¡ #75. ¢ #67. £ #75. ¤ #36. ¥ #68.¦ #120. Ð #151. ¼ #32 (as if it 

were ±). § #32. ¨ #118 (!). © #16. � #51. ª #77.

5 « #154. Ö #152.

6 B #99. ¬ #32.  #119. ® #102. ¯ #94. ° #136. � #48. 
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Secondary classifiers

The following list contains radicals (of the traditional K"ngx# Dictionary system) that are 

less common than the first group, but that are, themselves, relatively common words. There are 

87 of them. You should learn their numbers, and also be sure that you know what they mean as 

ordinary words.

Be sure to pay attention to the notes on popular names (for instance yìhéng for Z, etc.) and 

also make use of the examples, on the right-hand side of the page, of characters that fall under 

these radicals in the dictionary. These examples have been chosen to help you recognize the 

radicals as they actually occur.

**************  1 stroke  **************

1. Z y# > yìhéng ZÎ HÏ>

**************  2 strokes  **************

7. å èr > li'nghéng æÎ çèé

11. ô rù (distinguish #9 =, #12 B) õæ

(at the top) > rùzìtóu ö÷

12. B b" øùú

(at the top) > b"zìtóu Xûü

24. D shí EFG

29. _ yòu `ab

**************  3 strokes  **************

33. ° shì (distinguish #32 �) ±²³

36. j xì (PRC x#) (distinguish #78 k, 136 l) mno

39. p z% > z%zìpáng p%l qrs

41. t cùn uv´

42. ^ xi'o (distinguish #61 Y) wxy

44. ~ sh# ���

48. � g(ng ���

49. � j% ���

50. � j#n ��T

> j#nzìpáng �%l ���
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51. � g"n ���

57. ¬ g(ng ®¯

**************  4 strokes  **************

62. º g$ »¼½

63. ¾ hù ¿ÀÁ

67. ( wén ÄÅÆ

68. Ç d*u ÈÉÊ

69. Ë j#n ÌÍÎ

70. c f"ng ÏlÐ

74. U yuè (distinguish #130 Q) Ö×Ø

76. Ù qiàn ÚÛÜ

77. Ý zh% Þßà

81. 7 b% (distinguish #21 6) 7ìí

82. î máo ïðñ

87. ú zh'o ûüý

88. A fù þÿ!

91. & piàn (distinguish #90 %) )*+

92. , yá ,-

93. . niú (distinguish 136 l) /01

6 > niúzìpáng .%l 234

**************  5 strokes  **************

95. 5 xuán 567

97. 9 gu" :;<

98. = w' >?@

99. A g"n ABC

100. < sh$ng <DE

101. F yòng GHI

102. J tián KL9

106. U bái UVW
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107. X pí YZ[

110. ` máo `ab

117. î lì opq

**************  6 strokes  **************

123. � yáng ���

124. � y! ���

125. � l'o ��`

126. � ér ���

128. M )r ���

132. � zì �� 

133. ¡ zhì �¢£

135. ¨ shé ©ª«

139. ³ sè ³´µ

143. ¼ xuè ½¾¿

144. ¸ xíng (distinguish #60 r) ÀÁÂ

**************  7 strokes  **************

147. Æ jiàn ÇÈÉ

148. [ ji'o Ê)Ë

153. × zhì ØÙÚ

156. ¡ z*u ßàá

164. ð y*u ñòó

166. ø l% ùúû

**************  8 strokes  **************

168. ü cháng

9 ýþÿ

172. $ zhu# %U&

174. ' q#ng ()*

175. + f$i +,-
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**************  9 strokes  **************

176. . miàn ./0

177. 1 gé 234

180. < y#n =,>

182. ? f$ng @AB

183. C f$i C

185. " sh*u "DE

186. F xi"ng GHI

**************  10 strokes  **************

188. J g! KLM

189. N g"o N

194. Z gu% [\]

**************  11 strokes  **************

198. b lù cde

200. j má klm

**************  12 strokes  **************

201. n huáng nop

203. u h$i vwx

**************  13 strokes  **************

205. | m%n }~�

207. � g! ���

208. � sh! ���

**************  14 strokes  **************

209. � bí ���

210. � qí ���

**************  15 strokes  **************

211. � ch% ���
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**************  16 strokes  **************

212. � lóng ���

213. � gu# �
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Minor classifiers

The following 79 radicals are judged very rare. You should know that they are classifiers, 

and you should know how many strokes they are and where, roughly, to find them in the 

dictionary. But if you are going to learn all of the radical numbers, they should have the lowest 

priority.

**************  1 stroke  **************

2. Ð g!n > yíshù ZÑ ÒÓÔ

3. ] zh! > yìdi'n ZÕ Ö×Ø

4. [ pi) > yìpi) ZÙ ÚÛÜ

5. Ý y% Þßà

6. \ jué > yìg(u Zá âãä

**************  2 strokes  **************

8. ê tóu (distinguish #40 k, 145 ¬, 149 m) 

> yìdi'n yìhéng ZÕZÎ ëìí

10. ï rén (! not *ér, when used in traditional Chinese) 

> yìpi) yìgu'i ZÙZð ñòó

13. # ji(ng > èrdàoku"ng å·¸, tóngzìku"ng ý%¸ þÿ!

14. $ mì > gu"nzìtóu #%Á, t&b'ogài $%& '(#

16. ) j# *+,

17. % k'n > xi(ngzìd% -%¿ ./0

20. 1 b"o > b"ozìtóu 2%Á 345

21. 6 b% (distinguish #81 7, 192 8) V9:

22. ; f"ng (= “square”) > lìku"ng î¸, s"nku"nglán :¸< =>?

23. @ xì > pi"nku"ng Ó¸ ABC

25. H b! IJK

26. L jié > ji'od"o À�, d"n)rpáng ~Ml NOP

2 (also called ji'od"o À�) QRS

27. T h'n (distinguish #53 o) > yànzìtóu U%Á, pi"nch'ng ÓV WXY

28. Z s# > s"nji'o :[ \]^
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**************  3 strokes  **************

31. µ wéi > sìdàoku"ng ¶·¸, f"ngku"ng c¸ ¶¹»

34. e zh% (distinguish #35 3, 66 +) f

35. 3 su# (distinguish #34 e, 66 +) > xiàzìd% g%¿ hgi

43. z w"ng {|}

45. � chè > pi)sh"n ÙÂ �

47. � chu"n > s"ngu'i :ð ���

52. � y"o > yòuzìpáng �%l ���

54.   y%n > z*utíng ¡¢ £¢¤

55. ¥ g*ng > dàèrshí gåD ¦§¨

56. © yì ª«

58. 4 jì °±²

³

59. ´ sh"n > s"npi) :Ù µÑ¶

**************  4 strokes  **************

65. Â zh# Ã

71. Ñ wú ÑÒÓ

73. # yu$ (distinguish #72 c) ÔÕP

78. k d'i (distinguish #36 j) áâã

79. ä sh& åæç

80. è wú éêë

83. ò shì óôõ

84. ö qì > qìzìtóu ÷%Á øù÷

89. " yáo "#$

90. % bàn or qiáng (distinguish #91 &)

 > f'npiàn a&, ji"ngzìpáng v%l 5'(

**************  5 strokes  **************

103. M p% or sh& > p%zìpáng M%l NOP

105. Q b( > f"zìtóu R%Á STR
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108. \ m%n, m%ng ]^_

111. c sh% def

114. g róu > y+zìd% h%¿ hij

116. k xuè > xuèzìtóu k%Á lmn

**************  6 strokes  **************

121. u f*u vwx

122. y w'ng yz{

7 f"ngg"ng c| }~�

127. � l)i ���

129. � yù ���

131. � chén ¹��

134. ¤ jiù ¥¦§

136. l chu'n (distinguish #36 j, 93 .) l¬

137. ® zh(u ¯°±

138. Ì gèn Ì²Ï

141. · h& > h!zìtóu ¸%Á ¸¹º

146. 8 yà ÃÄÅ

**************  7 strokes  **************

150. Ì g! ÌÍÎ

151. Ï dòu ÐÑÒ

152. Ó sh% ÔÕÖ

155. Û chì ÜÝÞ

158. â sh$n ãäå

160. æ x#n çèé

161. ê chén ëìí

165. ô biàn (note that this is slightly different from c$i õ) õö÷

**************  8 strokes  **************

171. " dài #
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**************  9 strokes  **************

178. 5 wéi 678

179. 9 ji! 9:;

**************  10 strokes  **************

190. O bi"o > f'zìtóu P%Á PQR

191. ! dòu (distinguish #169 ~) STU

192. 8 chàng (distinguish #21 6) 8V

193. W lì WXY

**************  11 strokes  **************

197. ^ l! _`a

199. f mài ghi

**************  12 strokes  **************

202. q sh! rst

204. y zh% yz{

**************  13 strokes  **************

206. � d%ng ���

**************  17 strokes  **************

214. � yuè ��
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