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On the Sandards of Copula Identification in Chinese Language

Abstract  This paper discusses the standards of copula identification in Chinese language.
Copula possesses the semantic feature of expresing identical or generic relationship of the two
components it joints. One of the syntactic featuresit possessisthat no numerals expressng range
and frequency are dlowed to follow it. Only words that have such features can be caled copula.
According to this standard , thirty-seven copulas are identified. Taking into account the needs of
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language information processng and teaching Chinese as a foreign language, the syntactic struc
ture of sentences with copula should be" subject + copula + predicative”.
Key words copula; language information procesdng ; teaching Chinese as aforeign language
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